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Area: 270.534 km²
Population: 3,800,000
Capital: Wellington
Currency: New Zealand dollar (NZD)

Aotearoa, New Zealand, is located in the 
Pacific. The two main islands are fairly 
mountainous: North Island is volcanic, 
with plateaus and geysers. South Island is 
traversed by a mountain range with peaks 
exceeding 3,000 meters. The climate is 
temperate and rainy, quite cold in the south.

The original vegetation disappeared almost 
entirely during the colonization in order to 
make room for arable land and pastures. 
The country’s economy based on agricul-
ture, with highly developed technology 
for processing. New Zealand is the world’s 
fourth largest country in the sheep. The 
main export items are meat, dairy products, 
timber, seafood and wool.

Aotearoa, ”the big white cloud country, was 
inhabited in the 9th century by the Maoris, 
who arrived from Polynesia. Over the years 
developed a unique culture, which reached 
a considerable level within the textile ma-
nufacturing, house building, boat building 
- canoes - and in horticulture. The environ-
ment was respected since the Maori saw 
themselves as the guardians of natural re-
sources and responsible for the subsequent 
generations.
Dutchman Abel Tasman arrived in 1642 to 
South Island, which is the largest of the two 

New Zealand (Aotearoa)

main islands, but the indigenous people 
tough resistance prevented his landing. 
Not until 1769 did the Englishman James 

Cook, a recording of the two main islands, 
coastlines, and starred in this way to open 
doors for the subsequent colonization of 

the country, as Abel Tasman had named 
”New Zealand”.

 The first Europeans who settled were wha-
lers, sailors and traders. Apart from a hand-
ful of deserters from the fleet and a few 
escaped convicts from Australia.
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North Island 1. del
North Island first part



4New Zealand around in 30 days   

My driving on North Island (Part 1)

Saturday 23.01:
Auckland Airport Bream Bay.
Directions: 216 km. of which at least 60 km 
was on dirt road detour.
Accommodation: Uretiti Camp: $ 11

Sunday 24th:
Bream Bay Paihia.
Directions: 118 km.
Accommodation: Beach Holiday Park, $ 20

Monday 25.01:
Boat trip to Russell.
Directions: 0 km .
Accommodation: Beach Holiday Park, $ 20

Tuesday 26.01:
Paihia, Dargaville.
Directions: 150 km.
Accommodation: Dargaville Holiday Park: 
$ 14th

Wednesday 27.01:
Dargaville-Holden’s Bay, Lake Rotorua.
Directions: 442 km.
Accommodation: Holden’s Bay Top 10 Ho-
liday Park: $ 19

Thursday 28.01:
Holden’s Bay, Lake Rotorua-Waitetoka, 
Lake Taupo
Directions: 170 km.
Accommodations: Private Holiday Park: 
$ 25.

Friday 29.01:
Waitetoka, Lake Taupo, Lindale Motor Park
Directions: 385 km.
Accommodation: Lindale Motor Park: $ 18

Saturday 30.01:
Lindale Motor Park
Directions: 0 km .
Accommodation: Lindale Motor Park: $ 18

Sunday 31.01:
Southland Car Museum
Directions: 15 km.
Accommodation: Lindale Motor Park: $ 18
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Friday 22 January 2010

Auckland

This day does not actually exist after all, 
when the international date line is crossed 
during the flight between Avarua and Auck-
land. The flight was planned 3 hours and 
20 minutes.

The cabin crew on this trip was something 
of a chapter. For 90% was the older gentle-
man at +55, and they did it damn well - 
what humor they put the day on the short 
flight.

One of the passengers I sat next to would 
definitely have spelled out what the menu 
during the flight consisted of. It did flight 
attendants as easy as nothing, with their 
fabulous sense of humor and some good 
French expressions.

Arrived in Auckland we had throughout the 
tariff circus again. But before the duty was 
reached, there was a hike on well about 1 
km to find his suitcase, which would subse-
quently be ”sniffed” for products of a dog.

Good handles up Trolley and shoulder bag 
with the rest of my paraphernalia - it was 
going in the queue, where only passport 
and entry papers were reviewed, a publi-
can explain once again what your purpose 
of the visit in New Zealand was and how 
long I had thought me to dwell in the coun-
try.

Of course, the entry papers I had tried to fill 
the plane, not quite correctly completed, 

but looking customs official with a quiet 
smile on her lips.

Far away to get screened baggage. Laptop 
out again, cameras also, but shoes and belt 
should not this time. I was approved for en-
try and residence in New Zealand in 300 
days!

From the airport there was a free shuttle to 
the hotel but I did not want to wait for. Into 
a taxi and off to the hotel and head to bed.

But prior to home page refreshes and I had 
to cast the first sign of life since my arrival 
in Rarotonga.

Beautiful driveway to the hotel where I wanted the first night in New Zealand. But the hotel 
was characterized by having many one-day visitors.
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The 2 pictures on this page are taken on the return journey in Northland. It was just to keep 
the tread carefully, for there were queues through Auckland on this 4-lane highway
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Saturday 23rd January 2010

Auckland - Bream Bay

As one of the girls said to me, then rang 
home and told I had landed safe and sound 
and the right place - ”it is the day when the 
holiday really begins,” but they almost 5 
full days on Rarotonga, I will absolutely not 
miss and repeats them like again. 

At least it was the day when I should have 
camper extradited. I lured desk girl to call 
United Caravan up so I could be picked up 
at the hotel, which happened shortly after 
- at 9:30 pm. 
United Caravans were only a kilometer 
away. During consideration of the rental 
conditions, I found out from Mads Fourcor-
ners had hired camper with ”all-ins, which 
meant I had no deductible, in addition to 
$ 200 if I forgot to deliver RV back without 
a full diesel tank. I should also remember 
to empty the toilet and water the camper 
before returning to Christchurch. Inside 
cleaning should not I think of. 

Camper turned out to be a Fiat Ducato 2.3 
from 2006 to max. would move 8 km / l, 
as I explained. It got me now modbevidst 
sharply later in the trip.
 
After the handover of the key, and the de-
sire for a good tour of New Zealand, it was 
now up to me to decide in which direc-
tion I wanted to start your vacation! It was 
my clear intention to run against the Coro-
mandel, but I hit the wrong exit and went 
instead into Auckland city to drive around! 
This I learned on the half hour this stunt was 

to move me around in traffic - on the left 
side - high above almost all others in traffic. 

Before I left the United Caravans in Auck-
land, was a team of Danes from Brampton 
in the same situation as I, they were out on 
the same trip, except we were going in dif-
ferent directions, but got to meet a couple 
of times en route. 
We had a little talk before we drove each to 
her about the trip and what each of us had 
plans to see the tour. 
I also came just to talk with an American 
couple, carting a little input when I rea ched 
down to the southernmost part of South Is-
land. 

Well, I came off. Gearshift was with his left 
hand and the teeth were sanded to the be-
ginning! 
I was fucking pounding nervous about now 
I remembered to keep the animal in left si-
de, getting better through roundabouts and 
whatever else might be of traps on the road. 
Actually, the only difference between cars 
to driving on the right and the car I had 
been entrusted to helm sat on the opposite 
side who were switched gears with your 
left hand clutch, foot brake and accelerator 
were sitting in our ”normal” cars. 
It went much better than I expected, maybe 
because I took the first 20 km inside the 
Auckland City before I finally found out the 
city again. 

When I finally finally found out and hit the 
Auckland State Highway 1, it was up north 
I drove, rather than south. I therefore chose 
to activate ”Plan B” which included Whan-
gerei, Paihia, Russell and over to and along 
the West Coast. At one time I’d gone from 
SH1 to get out on the smaller roads. If I do 
chose to continue on SH1, I’d soon run into 
a ”RoadPay”, which I had no idea how to 
handle at that time. 

I managed to get away from SH1 and out 
on what turned out to be the old SH1, but 
it also meant I soon crashed into a major 
detour. 

Should I describe this detour, it must be like 
to run up in Mols Mountains against Tog-
gerbo. It was mountain driving on gravel 
road with many one-lane bridge and no 
ability to pull off. At this point I could have 
used a co-driver. Not even in the Alps, I 
have tried something similar in a coach. 
Maps Intrinsically reached at long last up 
to Weelsford after 40-50 km detour on this 
road. 

After Weelsford I had used so much time 
that I chose to pull over at Uretiti Camp, 
which was completely out of Bream Bay for 
the night and continue the next day. 

I could not run longer this day. 
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The last place I held off to the side to look at the map of Auckland, before I found out 
the city.
The view is beyond the bay just north of Auckland.

To remember all the experiences along the way, these are taken some digital photos of 
signs and maps.



11New Zealand around in 30 days   

Villa Ducato
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The road north from Auckland featured some spectacular scenarios and it was hard not to pull off in order to perpe-
tuate the wild. Despite it looks cloudy out, there was more than 28 degrees in the shade.
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Sunday 24th January 2010

Bream Bay - Paihia

No gas to make coffee with. 

Out of the tube at 8 and find a new bottle 
of gas. Well, in New Zealand you drive in 
and get his bottle ”filled” up at a gas station! 

After filling up further against Whange-
rei to see the waterfall and the park in its 
connection, if I could then find your way. 
It went well enough to find his way and 
was an experience to walk around a good 
1 hour to see this beautiful area with wa-
terfall. Really nice. One must let the New 
Zealanders, they keep the areas where at 
least their guests come - really nice. 

One of the advantages of running around 
in a camper, is that one is raised at least 
1 meter above all cars, thereby making it 
possible to orient themselves in time, what 
path to when signs appear. 
I had barely put the car in gear and dri-
ven from Whangerei before again proved 
a ”brown sign” which seemed interesting. 
The sign showed toward Waiomio Gloves, 
which translated into a normal language, 
is drybstenshuler with live luminescent 
worms that live in the cave ceiling. It was 
an experience to walk the 2-300 m through 
the cave in total darkness, lit only by a gas 
lamp in a few places along the way, where 
a guide told us about the cave. Through the 
cave and out the other side where the rest 
of the trip was going through what they call 
”the bush” down there. A small hike in half 
an hour. 
  

Afterwards the drive further up towards 
Kawakawa for such to see the city with 
Hundertwasser ”public toilet”. It is a city 
that’s hard to describe. The style resem-
bles something from 1920s Germany, but 
again very nice, well maintained and clean 
throughout. I did not manage a trip with 
their old English train, which they claimed 
were more than 100 years old, but got a 
picture of the platform with the stationary 
train. 
  
I also could not resist to visit the local ta-
vern that had a miserable smoking room in 
the backyard. 

I chatted with one of the local over and 
beer. I had incidentally told that the local 
sheriff allowed 3 pint, then it was off with 
the card if one was captured. 

After the visit to Kawakawa, it was supposed 
I would run over to and along North Island’s 
West Coast to see the great ancient kauri 
trees, but slipped shown a sign, I landed 
up at Paihia in the place where I decided to 
stay at Beachside Holiday Park, located ap-
prox. 3 km outside Paihia, a bay in the next 
2 nights and early Tuesday continue to run 
over to the West Coast and along with it. 
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Bush we went through after the trip in the cave with a warm glove.  It was quite a hike 
with both walkways and steep stairs  narrow footpaths on the edge of cliffs.

Kawakawa’s incredibly beautiful theater that was good enough to become a cloth shop.
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Monday 25th January 2010

Paihia - Russell

Woke up already at 5:45 a completely calm 
lake surface, with the first touch of the sun 
across the water surface.

There is no driving today, everything is 
done with the 2 legs as the body tried to 
hang onto.

I intend to trot they just over 3 km to Paihia 
and see what this city has to offer. It’s still 
early holiday and my curiosity to see New 
Zealand is very high.
There are close to 28 degrees in the shade 
already this day, when I along by 9-time 
moves me out on the trot tour. In one short 
hour, I reached up to Paihia, already well 
through sweating.
 The first was to happen was to find an ATM 
machine and provide a little more cash, alt-
hough it was not necessary for life.

After a little restlessly trudging back and 
forth in Paihia, I chose to take the ferry to 
Russell about noon.

Russell is New Zealand’s ancient capital.
 At one point while I walked around in Pai-
hia, mind suddenly fell on Italy. Yes, there 
were many similarities from Limone by 
Lake Garda and Paihia. It was good enough 
not so many people in Limone, but the si-
milarity was there.

Looking not for the many offers of boat 
trips, you end up somewhere else than first 
intended.

I hit the right boat, the Blue Ferry took me 
and some others over to Russell in a small 
fifteen minutes.

Despite Russell is a huge tourist mecca, 
there were really not many people in town. 
I visited town museum, among other things 
had a large model 1:33 of Captain Cook 
ship that landed beside Russell 250 years 
ago.

Let the pictures on the following pages tell 
you about this today.
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Tuesday 26th January 2010

Paihia - Dargaville

Woke up again very early this morning, al-
ready at 6.30 in Villa Dukato and got con-
sumed the first meal, breakfast. 

Between the hours 8 and 9, I left the cam-
per space to run the 6-8 km up to Kerikeri 
Stone Store and see where there were some 
magnificent surroundings. Stone Store is an 
old mission station. 

After a little wandering at Stone Store, I 
continued to Kaihoe and further toward 
the West Coast to the great Kauri tree in 
Waipoua Forest. From the parking lot until 
the Tane Mahuta (Lord of the Forest) is just 
under 10 minutes. time. It was impressive 
to see this giant tree, said to be 2000 years 
old. To get a picture of the tree with my 
camera, had to take 3 pictures. 

The traffic there was on the East Coast 
around Paihia is absolutely non-existent 
out here at the West Coast. There is really 
much between the cars now. 
Before I reached the Waipoua Forest, I took 
a little time out at Oponomi, the fjord that 
continues out into the Tasman Sea. The trip 
through the Waipoua Forest is 24 km with 
very tortuous drive where the road must 
constantly adapt to the trees. 
After passage of the woods it was only a 
matter of hitting Dargaville and a camper 
space, which also succeeded. 

It was laundry day! - After 10 days on the 
road, there was low water in the clean 

cloths. I bought both a laundry and dry 
brand. Latest togs I would have saved the 
clothes were more wet after drying than 
before, but it was good that the sun shone 
from a cloudless sky on that day. 
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Villa Ducato inside.
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